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A Better Plan  
Even as the Door County Board of Adjustment was ruling against 
our much-needed Gathering Place dining and meeting facility 
proposal in November of 2015, God was preparing a better plan.  

According to the county’s capacity formula, we needed an 
additional 12 acres of adjacent land to build on the field side of 
our property. 10.7 acres was available, or so we thought. God laid 
this need on the heart of a generous camp friend, who contacted 
us, and offered to buy it for the camp. We made an offer, and 
surprisingly, the counter-offer included 12.01 acres. God did that! 
The purchase was completed on September 29, 2016. 

What Is The Gathering Place Status? 
Preliminary planning discussions for a new building are now 
underway. We will likely have to reconfigure a building to fit the 
new location, wherever that ends up being. Please pray that God 
will show us the way forward with the right facility, in the right 
location, at the right time, and with a plan that will be acceptable to 
zoning officials. The Gathering Place fund is growing, and we 
estimate that we are at the halfway point. We hope you will be 
inspired to be generous in your giving, and encourage others to 
do the same. When plans are finalized, we’d like to hit the ground 
running, and minimize delays in construction. 

What Is The Plan For The New Land?
The primary motivation for the recent land acquisition was to add 
to our overall acreage, and the Camp 
Leadership Team has just begun to 
discuss related master-plan 
implications. In the short term, we may 
develop some low-impact uses such as 
hiking trails. After the Gathering Place 
is completed, we will likely turn our 
attention to updating and refurbishing 
some of the older camp cabins on our 
shorefront property. Planning well for 
the future takes time, but is worth the effort! 

A Broader Vision 
The Camp Leadership team, operating under CCC Elder Board-
approved Values-Driven Governance Policies, has been embracing 
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HS 2.0! 
The down-side of a having a 
popular Sr. High Camp means 
that a number of kids end up on a 
waiting list, and do not get to 
attend. To meet the growing 
demand, Camp Zion has recently 
created HS 2.0, an all-new 
summer camp session for 
students grade 9-12. This new 
session will offer many of the 
same great features as Sr. High 
Camp, with some exciting new 
activities as well. Dates for HS 2.0 
are August 6-10, and registration 
information is available 
at campzion.org. 

So Glad It’s Spring 
Craft Retreat 
Calling all crafters, scrap bookers, 
quilters, knitters, and more! 
Whatever your craft, it’s always 
more fun to do at Camp Zion than 
in your basement at home! Join 
us April 20-23 for this annual craft 
extravaganza. Lots of time to work 
on your own projects, with few 
distractions, and plenty of good 
fellowship with others. 

Lumberjack Weekend 
Getting camp ready for summer is 
no easy task, and manly men will 
help us “get ‘er done”. We are 
trying an earlier date this year, 
May 5-7. We do far more than just 
cut up dead trees! This year’s 
work list is still being developed. 

And, call us if you might be 
interested in working other dates. 
(Women and men welcome!)
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a broader vision of Camp Zion for many years. In order to maximize 
ministry opportunities, we are committed to: 
✦ Serving current and new churches and groups with an eye 
toward excellence. 
✦ Appropriately updating and improving our facilities and program. 
✦ Appreciating, growing, and challenging our donor base. 
✦ Continuing to develop a new generation of volunteers. 
✦ Adding an appropriate number of full-time, year-round staff, who 
understand and appreciate the ministry of Christian camping, and 
have a heart for serving. 

Thank You! 
2016 was a good year for camp donations, and we appreciate all of 
our generous friends!  

Our buildings, facilities, and vehicles continually need upgrades 
and improvements, and equipment wears out. Camper fees only 
cover 75% of our operations budget, the balance comes from you. 
Your volunteer labor and gifts to Camp Zion Advance are wise 
investments in the future of the Church and society. Our world 
needs the ministry of camp more than ever before!    

70 Years Ago 
Beginning around 1939, early Camp Zion pioneers began taking 
kids on overnight camping trips in various locations. The trips were 
well-received by the kids and their parents, and these leaders knew 
that God wanted them to start a Christian camp. Scouting out sites 
all over Wisconsin, the men had 3 important location criteria: 
1. Had to be rugged and adventurous. 
2. Had to be on a lake with clean water quality. 
3. Had to have a view of the sunset over water. 

In 1946, the leaders brought campers to Door Bluff (about a mile 
south of our present location) for their first Camp Zion experience. 
They loved the area, which met all the criteria for a camp. 

In 1947, the men met with Senior Pastor Michael J. Mintern of the 
Zion church, told him what they had been doing, and shared their 
vision for what God could do though the ministry of Christian 
camping. They were unsure of how he might react, and in fact, he 
said nothing for what seemed like an eternity. But Mintern shared 
their vision, and gave the go-ahead to purchase the first lot. Camp 
Zion became official in August, 1947! 

Volunteers Needed! 
Want to help, but not sure 
how to get involved? Let’s talk!
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Summer Camp Sign-Up 
Summer youth camps are almost 
here, and can be one of the greatest 
experiences in a young person’s life. 
Lives are changed at camp, and kids 
go home with the best memories of 
their lives.  

Are the kids in your world of 
influence signed up yet? 
Registrations are ahead of last year, 
but we till have 
room for all 
age groups. 
Register 
today, and 
spread the 
good word! 

2017 Dates 
January 1 - Registration begins 
January 27-29 - Jr. High Winter 
February 17-20 - Sr. High Winter 
March 4 - Spaghetti Supper 
April 20-23 - Craft Weekend  
May 15-21 - Spring Quilt Camp 
May 5-7 - Lumberjack Work Wknd. 
TBA - Spring Plant & Clean Work Parties 
June 30-July 2-Campamento de Familias 
June 25-29 - Primary Camp 
July 4 - Open House 7-10AM 
July 9-15 - Jr. Girls Camp 
July 16-22 - Jr. High Camp 
July 23-29 - Jr. Boys Camp 
July 30-Aug. 5 - Sr. High Camp 
HS 2.0 - Aug. 6-10 
Aug. 10-13 - Pre-Camp 
Aug. 27 - Camp Reflections in Zion 
Sep. 1-4 - Family Camp 
Sep. 15-17 - Women’s Fall Retreat 
Sep. 27-Oct. 4 - Quilt Camp 
Oct. 6-9 - Sr. High Fall Retreat 
Oct. 13-15 - Men’s Retreat  
Oct. 27-29 - Jr. High Fall Retreat Camp Zion 

P.O. Box 32, Ellison Bay, WI 54210 
920.854.2790, Email: office@campzion.com 

A Ministry of Christ Community Church of Zion
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